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2009 FORMULA HONDA OFFSHORE RACING CHAMPIONSHIP REGULATIONS
1
JURISDICTION

1.1
The Formula Honda Offshore Racing Championship shall be conducted under the New Zealand Offshore Powerboat Association Inc. National Rules, which are supplementary to the UIM Offshore rules, these Supplementary Regulations, and any Further Regulations or Bulletins issued by the organisers.

1.2
These Regulations should be read in conjunction with the New Zealand   Offshore Powerboat Association Inc. National Rules and the UIM Offshore rules, however in the interests of clarity a number of the relevant regulations have been included in these Supplementary Regulations.
2
INTERPRETATION



NZOPA - The New Zealand Offshore Powerboat Association Incorporated.


CHAMPIONSHIP - The Formula Honda Offshore Racing Championship.

ENTRANT - The person or company who has entered the craft and crew in the Formula Honda Offshore Racing Championship. In the case of a company being the entrant the General Manager or a Director of the company must complete and sign the entrants section of the Formula Honda Offshore Racing Championship Registration Form.

DRIVER - The crewmember responsible for the boat and crew, and who is the helmsman/skipper. The person who fulfils the obligations of the entrant at event in the absence of the entrant.


CO-DRIVER - The second crewmember and navigator.

MOTOR - The complete mechanical propulsion unit inclusive of engine, gearbox, mounting, steering, controls, gauges (analogue or digital) and foot throttle as would be provided by Honda Marine’s Formula Honda Dealer.

HULL - The external and internal structure of the craft including the deck and the dashboard, ballast tank and ballast tank plumbing.

3
ORGANISATION

3.1
The Formula Honda Offshore Racing Championship will be promoted and administered by Honda Marine. The Organising Committee will be:


Championship Director


Martin Wylie              Telephone 09 571 1120


Offshore Advisor


Barry Thompson    


Technical Officer


Murray Tonkin  


Bartlett Marine Limited

            Chris Bartlett

3.2
The Honda Marine appointed Formula Honda Dealer shall be: 







Boats R Us

Telephone   09 426 8346







1550 Albany Highway







Dairy Flat











Auckland

4
CORRESPONDENCE

4.1
Correspondence to be addressed to:
Email martin@hondamarine.co.nz

Honda Marine





      

PO Box 17240





     

Greenlane
    


Auckland

4.2
No responsibility shall be accepted by the Organisers for any correspondence not sent to the above address.

4.3
Any questions regarding the interpretation of these regulations must be submitted in writing to the Organising Committee at the above email or postal address for consideration. A reply will be given in writing following the next committee meeting.

4.4
All correspondence will be issued to competitors electronically via email; it is the competitor’s responsibility to advise the organisers of any changes to their email address and to ensure that their account is able to accept increased volumes of mail. Note: Many free email accounts are unable to accept the size of files that comprise regulations, entry forms and media releases.

4.5
The Championship website address is: www.formulahonda.co.nz

5
CHAMPIONSHIP DETAILS 

5.1
The Formula Honda Offshore Racing Championship will be held in conjunction with the New Zealand Offshore Powerboat Association Incorporated Championship and comprise 8 venues. The results from all but 1 of the total number of races at the 8 venues will be counted towards the Formula Honda Offshore Racing Championship. (i.e. the worst result will be dropped)

5.2
Championship itinerary

	Venue
	Date
	Venue
	Approximate distance main race.

	1
	Taupo
	24thJanuary 2009
	96.5 km / 60 statute miles

	2
	Gulf Harbour
	14th February 2009
	96.5 km / 60 statute miles

	3
	Maraetai  
	28th February 2009
	96.5 km / 60 statute miles

	4
	Napier  
	7th March 2009
	96.5 km / 60 statute miles

	5
	Wellington                                   
	21st March 2009                                 
	96.5 km / 60 statute miles

	6
	 Whitianga           
	4th April 2009
	96.5 km / 60 statute miles

	7
	 Whangarei                                 
	18th April 2009                                 
	96.5 km / 60 statute miles

	8
	Auckland                                    
	2nd May  2009                                 
	96.5 km / 60 statute miles


5.3
The Formula Honda Offshore Racing Championship Organisers and the NZOPA are currently investigating the possibility of running additional full points Formula Honda races at the existing venues. These additional compulsory races would be held prior to the venues main race on a short inshore publicity course with a duration in the vicinity of 15 minutes.

5.4
Distances are approximate and all entrants should ensure that sufficient fuel is carried to cover the length of the course, plus allowance for course errors and the distance to and from the ramp and start/finish line.

5.5
The races that make up the Formula Honda Offshore Racing Championship will be controlled by the NZOPA National Rules, (see article 1.1) it’s Officials and covered by the NZOPA insurance policy. 

6
ENTRIES and FEES

6.1
Entry and registration in the Formula Honda Offshore Racing Championship is at the sole discretion of the organisers.

6.2      All craft registering in the Formula Honda Offshore Racing Championship must also

  Register with the NZOPA and be subjected to an annual scrutineering at a time and        

  Place designated by the NZOPA Technical Committee.
6.3
The Organisers will not accept any responsibility for cash forwarded by mail.

7
CREW

7.1
Only crews of two persons shall be permitted to start.

7.2
The two members of the crew will be nominated as Driver and Co-Driver and will be generally referred to as the crew.

7.3
Both members of the crew must be on board the craft while competing in a round of the Formula Honda Offshore Racing Championship.

7.4
The Driver shall be over the age of 15 years of age. The Driver is legally responsible for the safety of the craft and all on board.

7.5
The Driver may compete in four rounds of the Formula Honda Offshore Racing Championship holding a NZOPA Day Licence with the exception of Drivers under the age of 18 years of age who must hold a full NZOPA Drivers Licence. The applicants must also satisfy the National NZOPA Steward that they are capable of handling the controls and workings of their boat and that they understand the basic rules of the sport and seamanship. 

7.6
The Driver must be a full member of an NZOPA affiliated club, be a paid up member of the Drivers Association and hold a current NZOPA Drivers Licence, with the exception of the provisions of article 7.5

7.7
The Co-driver must hold as a minimum an NZOPA Day Licence. A full Offshore Licence is required for more than four races.

7.8
It is mandatory for the Driver to attend the drivers’ meeting(s) and/or briefing otherwise the craft will not be allowed to start.

7.9
No alcohol is to be consumed by the Driver or Co-driver during the event. Failure to observe this rule will result in the crew being disqualified from that event and the loss of any entitlement to any awards.
8
CREW APPAREL

8.1
The minimum safety requirements shall be as contained within the NZOPA National Rules and the UIM “205 – Safety Rules” 

8.2
The Driver and Co-driver shall wear NZOPA approved racing type life jackets at all times while on board the craft from the start until the conclusion of the event. 

8.3
Both crew members shall carry a single hand-held distress flare in a pocket sewn onto their life jacket. It must be fully accessible at all times. 

8.4
The Driver and Co-driver shall wear securely fitting New Zealand Standards approved Orange or Red crash helmets. A Scrutineer or his delegate may at any time during the event inspect any helmet and forbid its use for the duration of the event if it is considered to be of doubtful condition. 

8.5
The Driver and co-driver shall wear one-piece overalls extending from wrists to neck to ankles displaying the Formula Honda Logo on the left-hand breast and high on the back between the shoulder blades. The 5-Year Warranty logo must be displayed on each sleeve, at the shoulder.

9
CRAFT and MOTOR

9.1
Any modifications are expressly forbidden unless authorised by these regulations. The penalty for unauthorised modifications is disqualification from the championship and the loss of all points and the entitlement to any awards.

9.2
No modifications to hull, motor (including gear case or motor position) are allowed. Failure to comply with this regulation will result in disqualification from the Formula Honda Offshore Racing Championship and the loss of all points and any entitlement to any awards.

9.3
Sonic 1900, 1900s, and 1900ss ski boats built by Bartlett Boat builders Ltd, Composite Technology Ltd and Bartlett Marine Limited are eligible for the Formula Honda Offshore Racing Championship to be held in New Zealand.

9.4
The craft must be powered by a new Honda BF150 A4LDFH 4-stroke outboard supplied directly by Honda Marine, fitted and sealed by the Formula Honda Dealer specified in the Championship regulations. 

9.5      
The ski pole must remain fitted while racing, however the rear seat maybe removed. No             
           
Cockpit covers are allowed while racing. Note: The rear seat, if removed, must be able to be   
            Refitted at any time.

9.6      
The maximum distance that either of the front seats will be from the tip of the bow will  
           
be 3640mm. Measured from a vertical line from the rear face of the head rest to the tip   

           
of the bow, this point is common on all generation Sonic 1900ss Formula Honda craft. 
9.7
The maximum distance that the steering wheel rim may be from the fibreglass dash is 
280mm. measured from a straight edge placed across the driver’s side face of the 
steering wheel to the dash board. Helm extensions are expressly forbidden. 

9.8
Ballast tanks having a capacity of no more than 80 litres can be retro-fitted to craft that were    
          
originally built without them. This retro-fitting must be carried out by Bartlett Marine Limited  
and must comply with the standard Formula Honda Sonic 1900ss ballast tank system    specification.

9.9
The carrying of equipment or additional ballast excepting a car or truck inner tube filled solely with air in the front of the craft in front of a vertical line from the dashboard to the deck of the craft is strictly prohibited. 
9.10
A Formula Honda Offshore Racing Championship registration plate will be affixed to each craft once it has been rigged and checked for conformity by the Formula Honda Dealer. The plate will list the Engine Model, Frame Number, Engine Number, Formula Honda Dealer, and the Day/Month/Year.

9.11 The Formula Honda Offshore Racing Championship organisers and or committee reserve the 

             right to spot check, weigh, and re-scrutineer any craft at any time for conformity.

10
MOTOR MAINTENANCE AND PARTS

10.1
Seals affixed by the Formula Honda Dealer must not be broken excepting the provisions of articles 10.5 and 10.6, the security of these seals is the sole responsibility of the registered entrant. 
10.2
Any seal found to be broken or tampered with will result in disqualification from the Formula Honda Offshore Racing Championship and the loss of any points and entitlement to any awards.

10.3
Component seals found to be broken may require the complete replacement of the said component from new Honda Marine stock by the Formula Honda Dealer before the craft is allowed to compete again in the Formula Championship following it’s complete rechecking for conformity. These costs are the responsibility of the entrant.

10.4
Any authorised Honda Marine Dealer may carry out any work required to comply with Honda Marine Warranty requirements that does not require the breaking of the Formula Honda seals.

Note: It is possible to carry out normal servicing without need to break the seals.
10.5
Major servicing or warranty work that requires the breaking of the Formula Seals must be carried out by the Formula Honda Dealer excepting the circumstances in article 10.6.

10.6
The transom outboard mounting bolt seal only may be broken with written consent of the Formula Honda Offshore Racing Championship Organising Committee to enable the removal of the outboard motor to carry out repairs to the hull. Once the repairs have been completed the outboard motor height must be measured, the transom mounting bolt sealed and the craft re-scrutineered at a time and place specified by the Formula Honda Offshore Racing Championship Organising Committee. Any costs incurred for this service will be borne by the entrant
10.7
The Spark plugs shall be Denso SKG 20 DR-M11 Iridium or NGK IZFR6K11
10.8
The make, model and type of engine starting battery is free however it must remain mounted under the aft deck.

10.9
The steering link rod must be connected to the most forward hole on the frame comp mounting part number 50100-ZY6-000. 

10.10
Fuel must be pump gas with no additives. The use of Avgas and racing fuels is prohibited and will result in disqualification from the Formula Honda Offshore Racing Championship and the loss of any points and entitlement to any awards.

10.11 The organisers reserve the right to nominate a local petrol station or fuel supplier that must be      

             used on the day.

10.12 The organisers reserve the right to seize any engine management system and send it to   

Japan for analysis, substituting another Honda sealed unit. Should inconsistencies be discovered in engine performance when the unit is analysed or the unit found to have been tampered with disqualification from the Formula Honda Offshore Racing Championship will result with  the loss of any points and entitlement to any awards.

11
PROPELLERS

11.1
The identifiable propellers supplied with the Formula Honda BF150A4LDFH when purchased will be provided to the Formula Honda Offshore Racing Championship organisers who will distribute them prior to racing. These will be allocated by lottery, signed for and will only be used for racing. 

11.2
The use of an unauthorised propeller will be reason for disqualification.

11.3
Any propeller damaged or lost during the event will be repaired / replaced at the relevant entrants’ expense.

11.4
It is each team’s responsibility to return their allocated propeller at the conclusion of the event to the Formula Championship organisers. Championship points and prizes will not be awarded until an entrants’ propeller has been returned and signed in.

12
MODIFICATIONS ALLOWED UNDER THESE REGULATIONS; 

12.1
Additional dash mounted gauges, switches and electronics.

12.2
Additional seat padding.

12.3
Additional grab handles. 

12.4
Foot braces, however they must be fibre glassed or screwed directly to the floor, be fixed in position and the floor not modified in anyway. 
12.5
Additional equipment tie down and mooring points.

12.6
Drink and rod holders.

12.7
Navigational lights.

12.8
A dash mounted compass.

12.9
A driver’s rear vision mirror.

12.10
Bilge pump/s - Note: If mounted in the Ballast Tank a spin off inspection hatch of a minimum size opening of 100mm must be fitted so that the complete inside of the ballast tank is visible.

12.11    VHF Radio’s, AM/FM Radio,CD and cassette players.
12.12
The fitting of Bungees, from the transom around the lower section of the motor
12.13
Clips or bungees to aid in the retention of the engine cover.

12.14
The helm unit may be wedged to alter the steering position slightly with a Teflon wedge supplied by Boats-R- Us.
12.15
The steering wheel may be changed provided that it fits the standard helm unit without modification. WARNING: Steering wheels other than the standard supplied will void any warranty on steering components. WARNING: Excessively dished steering wheels may place additional leverage on the helm and dashboard beyond design limits causing failure.

12.16
Slipper plates or lateral movement limiting plates either side of the trim brackets to reduce the side movement of the motor unit while trimming in, in race conditions.

12.17 
A transom strengthening plate, restricted to boats raced prior to the 2007 season and to be of a maximum thickness of 5mm.
12.18
A packing block under the transom-mounting bracket in order to take the shear loading off the transom mounting bolts.

12.19
Boats with integral fibreglass tanks may make a modification to the fuel tank pick-up. Contact Bartlett Marine Limited for details.

13
WEIGHT AND WEIGHING

13.1
The minimum weight of a Formula Honda Sonic 1900 with engine fitted and controls as fitted by the Formula Honda Dealer shall be 715 kg. This is with empty fuel and ballast tanks, without rear seat, front seat squabs, crew, or any personal and safety equipment. Any additional items installed at weigh in e.g. side panels, carpet; GPS will be logged and must be fitted during all races. Any changes to the crafts specifications following weigh in must be notified to and be approved in writing by the organising committee.

13.2
Crews are required to present their craft with empty tanks for weighing, with the bottom of the fuel filler pipe removed and without rear seat, front seat squabs, crew, or any personal and safety equipment. Safe removal and storage of any fuel will be the crews’ responsibility. If fluids are found to be remaining in the crafts tanks when it is presented for weighing then the crafts crew will be given 10 minutes to remove any residual fluids or face disqualification. Less than 5mm of residual fuel on the organisers dip stick when the bow is raised shall be considered as empty.

13.3
Craft competing in the Formula Honda Offshore Racing Championship found to be below the minimum weight shall be disqualified from the Formula Honda Offshore Racing Championship with the loss of all points and any entitlement to any awards for the registered entrant.

13.4   
Additional ballast required to bring a particular craft up to the minimum weight after a weigh in will be installed at the organising committee's discretion. This ballast, will be installed by a representative of the organising committee or a person appointed by said committee. This cost, which is additional to the usual set up costs, will be borne by the entrant.

13.5
Once a craft has been weighed at an official Formula Honda Offshore Racing   Championship weigh in, any changes to the crafts specification that require a re-weigh out side an official scheduled weigh in will be at a cost borne by the entrant.

13.6
The following procedure to ensure correct results will be followed


Weighing Procedure 

1. Attach load cell to crane/hoist hook and slings to load cell. 

2. Lift slings clear of the ground and zero.

3. Attach slings to boat DO NOT RE ZERO.

4. Once boat is weighed slings must be removed from boat and allowed to hang clear of the ground. 

5. Zero scales again and repeat the process for a second recorded weight. 

Any boat found to be less than 715 Kg will be impounded and re weighed under the supervision of the NZOPA.

If found to be again below the minimum weight of 715kg immediate disqualification will result as per article 13.3 

14
MINIMUM CRAFT SAFETY EQUIPMENT (See NZOPA National Rules)

14.1
One hand fire extinguisher.

14.2
First Aid kit.


14.3
Two oars or paddles.

14.4
Suitable gear for berthing. 

14.5
An orange flag measuring a minimum of 1m x 1m and the means of hoisting it to indicate retirement.

 14.6
An operating kill switch which is attached to the driver (recommended for co-driver as well).
14.7
A working compass.

14.8
Two distress flares – Date must be current.

14.9     An adequate tool kit.

14.10   A sharp knife. 

14.11
A suitable towline shall be secured to the winch eye. The line shall be capable of towing the craft under adverse conditions.
14.12
Should any of the required equipment be missing the said craft may be disqualified from the event and lose any entitlement to any awards.

14.13
The Driver must ensure that all equipment and possessions are securely stowed.

15
ADVERTISING & IDENTIFICATION
15.1
Advertising that is conflicting with that of the main sponsors is prohibited. As is the addition of sign writing, stickers, graphics or paint other than that supplied by Honda Marine to the Outboard motor

15.2
Space for the organisers’ compulsory advertising and identification numbers must be reserved on the competing craft in accordance with the following: 

1600 mm from the rear corner forward for Formula Honda and associate sponsors on both sides. 1300 mm from the bow back for the number on both sides.

1200 mm from the tip of the bow x 700 mm back for the number and 5 year warranty on the deck. 
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15.3
The organisers’ compulsory advertising and identification numbers will be applied by the Formula Honda Dealer at the initial set up and conformity check. The cost will be included in this fee.   

15.4
The organisers reserve the right to supply additional compulsory advertising to be affixed and displayed in the space reserved in article 15.2 at anytime.

15.5
Boats-R-Us stickers applied to the rear flanks of Formula Honda craft at the initial set up and conformity check form part of the organisers’ compulsory advertising. 

15.6
All competing craft must clearly display the organisers advertising and identification as per article 15.2 at all times throughout the event. Failure to do so may result in exclusion.
15.7
It is the entrants’ responsibility to maintain compulsory advertising and identification numbers in top condition. Repairs or replacement of the compulsory advertising and identification numbers will be at the teams cost.
15.8
All boats are to be allocated a race number with the prefix H in Helvetica Black brush stroke. No number may begin with a zero. All numbers shall be plain and upright. Refer NZOPA rule 108.00 for 2009 number size regulations.
15.9 H1 will be allocated winning boat of the Formula Honda Offshore Racing Championship for


the next season, this boat reverting to its original number the following season if it fails to 
successfully defend the championship. The sign writing costs will be borne by the entrant.

15.10
Entrants may apply in writing to the organising committee to retain their existing 
number on the sale of their boat if the intention is to allocate this existing number to a 
new or updated hull that or the following season. 

15.11
These numbers shall be made of self-adhesive tape of adequate strength so as to be clearly visible from both sides and from above. Those on the beam shall be placed on the forward half of the boat. 

15.13
The background shall be white and extend at least 50mm in front of and beyond the end numerals and at least 20mm above and below the numerals (300mm high) with 3mm radius corners.
15.14
The Entrants registered race number must be displayed on their boat’s trailer.          
16
DETERMINATION OF CHAMPIONSHIP  
16.1
Points will be issued for each race based on results in accordance with the following scale:
	Position - Points
	Position - Points
	Position - Points 
	Position - Points

	1st - 400
	11th - 139
	21st - 49
	31st - 17

	2nd - 360
	12th - 126
	22nd - 44
	32nd - 15

	3rd - 324
	13th - 113
	23rd - 39
	33rd - 14

	4th - 292
	14th - 102
	24th - 35
	34th - 12

	5th - 262
	15th - 91
	25th - 32
	35th - 11

	6th - 236
	16th - 82
	26th - 29
	36th - 10

	7th - 213
	17th - 74
	27th - 26
	37th - 9

	8th - 191
	18th - 67
	28th - 23
	38th - 8

	9th - 172
	19th - 60
	29th - 21
	39th - 7

	10th - 155
	20th - 54
	30th - 19
	40th - 6


16.2
The finish of each race is shown to a driver by waving a flag as described in the written Race Instructions.

16.3
To be classified as a class finisher, a minimum of 50 % of the laps completed by the winning boat in the class must be achieved, rounded up or down to the nearest lap. (example: 50% of 7 laps is 3.5. laps, ( 4 laps would count).

16.4
When calculating the number of laps completed by a boat, its last lap completed after the winning boat must not be slower than 50% of its fastest average lap speed. 

16.5
The overall Formula Honda Offshore Racing Championship will be awarded to the Entrant and boat with the greatest number of points at the end of the Championship. In the event of a tie on points the highest number of wins will decide the championship. If this does not split the tie 2nd places will be taken into consideration and so on.

16.6
Points will not be awarded until the Formula Honda Offshore Racing Championship registration fee is paid to Honda Marine or if an entrants craft is disqualified for any infringement.

16.7
Honda Marine’s nominated Formula Honda Dealer, or any of their employees, shall not be eligible to register as an entrant, driver or gain points in the Formula Honda Offshore Racing Championship.

16.8
All Honda boats will also be eligible for points in the 60 mile overall championship from 2009. Refer to NZOPA website for there points scale.
17
PRIZES / PRIZEGIVING 

17.1
The first and second placed craft at each round may be required to be displayed from the conclusion of the event until after the presentation of trophies. The competitors concerned will be advised by the organisers at the conclusion of the event via the Formula Honda Official Notice Board located at the Honda Hospitality Tent / venue.
17.2
Compulsory attendance by crews at the Honda Hospitality Tent / venue is required following the conclusion of the days racing. Propellers may be returned at this time. This requirement is for publicity purposes.

17.3
At least one member of each crew, the respective entrant concerned, or their representative must attend the prize giving held at each race venue, if their craft is placed first, second or third in a race that day. This requirement is for publicity purposes.

17.3
Trophies will be presented for first, second and third overall in the main race (60 statute miles approximately) at each venue. The prize giving is usually held that evening, details are available from the event organiser. 

17.4
Trophies will be presented for first, second and third overall in the Championship.

17.5
The winner of the Formula Honda Offshore Racing Championship will receive a travel package directly from Honda Marine New Zealand (conditions apply) for two to compete in a Formula Honda round in the UK as a guest of Honda UK
17.6
The David Smith Memorial Trophy will be awarded as the committee’s choice to the competitor or team member of the year by the Formula Honda Offshore Racing Championship Organising Committee.

17.7
The Honda Marine Performance Handicap Championship is awarded to entrants on a 
handicap system based on actual race results and administered by Honda Marine. In a 
similar fashion to Yacht racing the Formula Honda Offshore Racing Championship 
will now have an overall winner who takes line honours and a winner on 
handicap. Entrants are ranked at the start of the season depending on the previous 
seasons results. The higher 
overall an entrant finished the previous 
season the lower 
their allocated points at the start of the season. New participants start the 
championship with the highest points at the first race. Cash prizes at the end of the 
season of $1000-00, $500-00 and $250-00.

17.8
Boats R Us Under 21 Championship Trophy is a drivers rather than an entrant 
championship with points awarded only when the driver in question is actually at the 
helm for the duration of a particular race. Drivers must be under 21 at the first race of 
the year. Points will be awarded on finishing positions with respect to other drivers in 
the Boats R Us Under 21 Championship.

17.9
Barry Thompson & Family Rookie Team of the Year Trophy Championship is a 
drivers and co-drivers rather than an entrant championship. Teams ie a driver and co-
driver are eligible in their first year of competition in the Formula Honda Offshore 
Racing Championship. Teams may elect out of this championship. Points will be 
awarded on finishing positions with respect to other drivers in the Barry Thompson & 
Family Rookie Team of the Year Trophy 

17.10
The organisers reserve the right to add to prizes up to the time of presentation.

18
GENERAL

18.1
It is a condition of entry that Drivers, Co-Drivers, the Entrant and participants understand and agree that they are entering the Formula Honda Offshore Racing Championship at their own risk and shall not hold Honda Marine, Concepts International (NZ) Ltd, the N.Z.O.P.A., any of the championship organisers, event organisers, supporters, volunteers, property owners or authorities liable for any loss or personal injury that they may suffer.

18.2
It is a condition of entry that competitors acknowledge that that they are fully responsible to pay for any damage that that they may cause to their own property or that of others and are reminded to check their insurance policy. Insurance for any craft/ vessel is the responsibility of the Driver / Owner.

18.3
The Formula Honda Offshore Racing Championship regulations will be interpreted in the spirit for which they were written, to encourage a fair, fun and above all safe competition which all will enjoy. The organisers’ decision on matters of rule and regulation interpretation will be final and no correspondence will be entered into.

18.4
In registering and signing the entry form the crew consent to the collection of their details by the organisers of Formula Honda for event registration, marketing, sponsorship, safety, education and promotion purposes and for them to retain, use and disclose these details to whomever the organisers consider appropriate for these purposes. The crew’s right to access and correct their details is in accordance with the Privacy Act 1993.

18.5
Television rights for Formula Honda are the sole property of Honda Marine and any film or video footage taken must be made available to Honda Marine for any use without payment or encumbrance.  In shot advertising rights for in craft footage are retained by the organisers. The only exception is for footage taken by amateurs for their own use, not for commercial purposes.

18.6
The Organisers reserve the right to shorten, alter, stop or abandon any round/event due to insufficient entries, accident, force majeure or other circumstances beyond their control. Their decision on this will be final and no correspondence will be entered into.
18.7
Drivers, Co-Drivers and Entrants who act in such a way as to bring the sport, class or the championship into disrepute, cause or incite disharmony, abuse officials, abuse committee members, abuse volunteers or other competitors may be referred to the Formula Honda Offshore Racing Championship Organising Committee and / or the NZOPA for disciplinary action, which may go as far as disqualification from the championship with the loss of all points and any entitlement to any awards.
18.8
Drivers, Co-Drivers and Entrants are advised that in signing the entry form, they are agreeing and acknowledging that they have read and fully understood these regulations and agree that they will be bound by them, and any Bulletins that may be issued by the organisers. 

19
AFTER RACE PROCEDURE

19.1
The boat ramp and surrounding parking area at any race venue will be considered a 
PARC FERME immediately after the race. engine covers must remain taped, 
propellers must not be removed, no fluids may be added to the craft, no work may be 
carried out on the craft, no equipment may be removed from the craft. 

19.2
Following the race a number of boats will be selected for scrutineering and will be 
escorted directly from the boat ramp to a venue to be advised. At least one member of 
the crew, the respective entrant concerned, or their representative must attend. Please 
ensure that you have in your tow vehicle warm dry clothing and any equipment that 
you require to remove any remaining fuel from your boat. 

ESSENTIAL INFORMATION 

MAINTENANCE AND RACE PREPARATION


It is essential as in any form of motor sport to carry out a visual and "spanner check" of all equipment mountings before every race, it is helpful to develop a check list including socket and spanner sizes along with a tick box check sheet. 

1) Read your owners manual and 5 year warranty book.
2) Call Murray Tonkin the Formula Honda Technical Officer at 0800 BOATS R US or 09 426 8346 and check when a service is required on you motor. 
BEFORE EVERY RACE

1) Check engine oil.  
2) Check gear box oil level if there are any signs of leakage. 
3) Check the steering helm unit bolts behind the dashboard for tightness. 
4) Check steering operation, steering ram and steering arm. Spanner check all mountings. 
The steering ram must be replaced if any evidence of damage is observed. 

5) The steering ram should be stripped and internally inspected at regular intervals with particular attention paid to the security of the piston, its locating pin/pins and the locating holes. 
6) Ultraflex recommend steering bolt replacement every 3 races (bolt specification martensitic SS) 
7)Check the  6 transom mounting bolts. 
8) Grease all grease nipples with an abundance of high quality grease. You will need a grease gun  with a right angle fitting, a flexible hose or need to change the fittings on the engine bracket to right angles ones  to be able to get in behind the hydraulic steering. 
9) Clean and check the battery mounting and terminals. 
10) Check the trailer and coupling.   

Trailering

 It is essential to chock the Formula Honda BF150 Outboard during trailering by trimming down onto a block of wood, otherwise the engine mounts and bushes are subjected to wear not unlike that of a race, however for a much longer time i.e. an 8-9 hour trip from Wellington to Auckland. 


Check the security of the trailer and the boat on the trailer a short distance after leaving the ramp, home or the workshop and again at regular intervals during the trip. 


Bungees
The fitting of Bungees, typically 3 from the transom around the lower section (Warning the Honda BF150 A4LDFH mid section is plastic) of the motor, this does not improve performance just long term engine mount and bushing life. To enable this 2 eye bolts or eye nuts may be fitted to the lower 

engine mounting bolts (the preferred option) these bolts can be replaced for longer items or 2 eye bolts can be installed in the transom in consultation with Bartlett Marine Ltd.

Engine cover.

Clips or bungee cord should be fitted and/ or the engine cover taped to aid in its retention. In one or two cases the engine cover has come loose in extremely rough conditions, these are expensive items to replace and the loss is not covered by warranty. The first time that we became aware of this the engine cover concerned was luckily recovered by a fisherman several weeks later!

Engine Mounts 

We have been monitoring wear on the lower engine mounts and have found that the 2 bushes in the mount need to be replaced after approx 100 hours; these bushes are a generic Honda part and can be purchased from any Honda Marine dealer. The cost of fitting would be minimal and for those of you who need to replace them it is suggested doing it as part of your winter service.

Part number 50155-ZW5-000. These are available from Boats R Us, 0800boatsrus or murray@boatsrus.co.nz

Tilt pin excessive clearance 

We have been experiencing some issues with tilt pin excessive clearance as well as trim assembly upper and lower pins and bushes. We have just produced a new pin set which includes 3 new shafts, which are 10-12 thou bigger in diameter, these can be fitted to the existing housing and we are also getting some oversize bushes manufactured to reduce clearances to a minimum. We are also manufacturing slipper plates to fit either side of the trim brackets, this will reduce the side movement of the motor unit while trimming in, in race conditions. These are available ONLY from Boats R Us, 0800boatsrus or murray@boatsrus.co.nz
Fuel blockage

Some of the boats with integral fibreglass tanks have experienced fuel blockages so we have designed a modification to the tank pick-up which should eliminate 95% of this problem. The tank modification needs to be done by Bartlett Marine as it involves cutting the floor/ top of the fuel tank and a stainless welding modification. Contact Chris Bartlett 09 427 4015 or chris@bartlettmarine.co.nz. The fitting of an aluminium tank to craft with integral fibreglass tanks is not practical for structural reasons and has been fully investigated.

Steering Ram Modifications 

Ultraflex hydraulic steering rams fitted with aluminum pistons. The modifications are minor and insisted on by the NZOPA technical committee, just to add an additional safety factor to an already proven system. The improvement requires a 5mm hole drilled through the piston and shaft at right angles to the original and at the opposite end. This is easily done without removing the piston. Then a 30mm roll pin is inserted. Outside end pads 5mm thick are fitted to the shaft outside the ram and ensure as a FURTHER safety measure, that the piston cannot reach the inside end of the cylinder. 

New Ultraflex rams fitted with a new steel piston and single roll pin are approved for Formula Honda Racing without modification. Note modified hydraulic steering rams fitted with aluminum pistons are NOT approved by Ultraflex for racing.
WARRANTY
There is no warranty expressed or implied on the Formula Honda Sonic 1900SS including hull, deck or structure, the Honda Marine 5 year warranty on outboard motors has been extended especially to include the Formula Honda Offshore Racing Championship conditional on the Formula Honda Offshore Racing Championship seals being intact and the required servicing being carried out as per the Honda Marine 5 year warranty book.
The Honda Marine 5 year warranty as with most warranties covers manufacturing defects. It specifically states "Honda does not warrant parts deterioration due to natural wear and tear."

Formula Honda owners should note that engine mounts, bushes, shafts etc in the linkages and pivot points on the saddle and tilt mechanism are not covered (The saddle has already been upgraded to the 225 hp saddle) These will deteriorate through hard running, lack of maintenance, shortage of grease or poor quality grease, and trailering without sufficient support. Owners need to maintain them, monitor them and replace them as and when required.

It is also important to note (see your warranty book) that spark plugs, filters, cables, belts anodes and propellers are not covered.
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