Patrol Boat Quick Reference Guide

Race Control VHF:
Race Control Mobile:
Please be onsite and in position 30min before race start.

Patrol Boat – Keep other craft from entering race course. Fly Green Flag. Listen to VHF and report any encroachments to Race Control. Report any incidents to Race Control and await action from them. They may request your support in responding to an incident. Always report before taking action.


Mark Boat – Monitor turn marks, report if drifting. Report incidents in your quarter to Race Control. Report any racecraft who miss a mark to Race Control. Fly Pink Flag until Race Control issue start sequence to startboat then remove and Fly Green Flag. Fly Red Flag when instructed by Race Control for a race stop scenario and remove the Green Flag.

Explain the meaning of all flags:
Marker Boats will display: Pink Flag, Green flags when the race course is clear. 
Red Flag = Race stopped or postponed.
Black Flag  = Black Flag Competitors to stop for instructions 
Yellow Flag = Slow down and proceed with caution.
White flag = Last Lap.
Checked Flag = End of race. 
Yellow Flag/Green Flag Flown together in 10 minute increments indicates delay of start time of race




Start Boat - 
All boats to be in the milling area. In this area, boats must be off plane (bow down, no wake) and must turn in counter clockwise direction.
 See diagram at briefing for area and location.
 Approximately 4 minutes prior to the start time, Race Control will call for you to start the start sequence. The control of the race has now been handed to the start Boat.
The start boat will raise a Yellow Flag.
Approximately 2 minutes prior to the start time, the start boat will lower the Yellow Flag and raise a white flag while running across the “pick-up” line.
 When the start boat reaches the opposite side of the starting chute it shall turn and begin its run for the start line, all boats to remain 30m behind the stern of the start boat. The start boat should approach the start line at a speed, (30 MPH plus) which allows boats, which have difficulty in getting on plane to catch up before lowering the white flag designating the start of the race, this could happen anywhere prior to or in the vicinity of the start line.
Once the White flag has been lowered the Start boat is to radio race control to notify the race has started. At that point the control of the race is handed back to Race Control.
If at any time during the start procedure a RED FLAG is raised, the start is aborted and all boats must return, off plane, to the milling area to await the starters’ instructions.

Yellow Flag/Green Flag Flown together in 10 minute increments indicates delay of start time of race.


